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Child marriage impede women empowerment
Child marriage does not help women grow and develop into mature persons and

enjoy thr,, fruits of empowerment, writes M Azizur Rahman
l CCOITDING to the UN defLni-

I tio,,, a,r offsprinp uuder the
-I lasc of l8 rs considered a child
The rnariiagc of any chilcl under the
age of 18 is called a child rnarriage.
Women in any lsociety including
Banglade\h ele refatively less power-
fulcornpLued with]rnen. For rhe devel-
opment oI a country, lt ts rrnporlant
that we wolk lbr the improvelnent of
health, educirtion and working condi-
tion of wonren. Wi(hout llre develop-
ment of women human development
remains incomplete. So, tbr the over-
all development of human beings
women nlust be empowered. A child
maniage is eonsidered a constraiirt to
human development, and is a rnatter
of discussion all over the world.

Any notable achievemenl in this
world cln be credited to men and
women equally. Men and women can-
not ignole each other in their family
life. Wornen are an integral part of
family and social life. In unskrlled
jobs, men do relatively better com-

parcrl to wornen. But in white collar
johs, like businesses and in profes-
sionill occupations, men and women
can lrforr equally well. Recently,
aloug rvith technological develop-
n1ent, the importance of human

, rcsoLfce ard skilled labour it) particu-
lar hils also been increasing. For
exa,rrple, some countries il1cluding
Chrfl ar'e doing vety well in econom-
ic pcdbrmrnce because of its educat-
ed und skilled human resource.
Highel productivity and efficiency for
Ivonlcn lhr'ougl1 mising their empow-
ernr.nt will conrribute significanrly ro
the 1l|owth of the economy: It is
regrcllable that South Asian and the
Middle Erstenr countries arc lagging
bchiid n'r women developmcnt. There
lre many rclsons behind it aDd child-
marr'rase is one of them.

In rnost households women are
consider€d ron-eaming members of
rhe tJrnily. As soon as rhey are mar-
ried off, parents can offload the
tesporsibility of taking carE ot'their

daughter's life and living, as she
leaves her pa.ents' house and gocs to
the father in law's house, who will
take care of her. Therefbre, in many
developing and least developed coun-
tries (LDC) child marriage lakes
place. We will be discussing about the
child orarflage situation in some
developing countries which stands
against women empowernenl.

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Iftn are developing coun-
tries and Bangladesh is still consid-
ercd a least developed counuy (LDC).
ln these countries, a high ligure of
child marriage is not very encourag'
ing, Although there is law in these
countries including Bangladesh that
the under aged women (below 18
years of age) cannot get nlalTied. But
this law is not rcspected fully and
child marriages take place. The per-
centage of child marriage varies from
34 per cent in Pakistan to 80 per cent
in Bangladesh accordiDg t() a 2007
survey repofl. In the Middle East the

percentage of child-murriage is 42 per
cent and rr lran 39 per cent.

Thc n1ajority of Bangladeshi
women are Muslims. Most of the mar-
ried wonen are poorly educated
housewives. Arnong the countries
mentoned, B rgladesh has the high-
est rate of clild marriage. Child mar-
riage dlrs not help-women grow aod
develop rnto mature persons and
enjoy the fluits of empijwerment. The
customs and culture oi the country
does not pennrt women to lead the lit'e
on thejl own. This is not a positive
sign ti)r women empowerment. The
best way to errpowel women is to
educate then] in a job oriented voca-
tion. Educated womell will know
wha[ to do and how to improye their
lot in society and contribute to good
govenlance and economjc develop-
menl ol the cor.mtry.

Dr M. Azizur Rahman is vice-chancellor
of Unara Universily in olraka
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